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The quiet hush of the Clarence House garden was shattered
by the roar of motorcycle engines as HRH The Prince of
Wales welcomed members of The Royal British Legion Rid-
ers Branch to Clarence House to recognise their services to
the British Armed Forces

On the 17" of June, Ninety members of the branch brought

their bikes to the lunchtime reception hosted by The Prince of

Wales.

The motorcycles created an unusual spectacle as they were
parked up in the garden of Clarence House. The Prince of
Wales tried one of the bikes out for size, revving the engine
as the owner pointed out some of the bike’s finer features.

After the reception The Riders Branch Chairman, JJ Jarvis,
said:

“We are honoured that The Prince of Wales has recognised
the activities of the Branch, including the role we take in pay-
ing respects to those who have lost their lives on active duty.

“The branch has over 4,440 members, and although they
could not all attend, the recognition received today is for the
contribution every one of them makes.
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“It was a privilege to meet The Prince, who was very en-
thusiastic about our work and motorcycling. We left him
an open invitation to join the Branch as an honorary
member anytime.”

The Branch is the second largest of the Legion’s 2,800
branches. Members, including ex and current serving
personnel and civilians, are brought together through
their passion for motorcycling and support for The Royal
British Legion.

Branch activities include fundraising for the Poppy Appeal
(£150,000 this year), raising the Legion’s profile at motor-
cycling events and joining with the people of Wootton

Bassett to pay respects at repatriations through the town.
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Welcome to another is-

sue of the District news-
letter. My thanks again

to Carolyn for producing
it and for supporting me
and the District Commit-
tee for the first half of

this year.

It has been a busy time for us all. We
have lost one Branch and gained a
new one. Unfortunately we have had
to close the Gulf Veterans’ Branch as
we could not find any officers to run it.
This meant that 130 members were
transferred to St James’s branch or to
other Branches of their choice. We
wish them all well.

The National Memorial Arboretum
Branch has been formed under the
chairmanship of Bob Rankin. They
have an experienced committee drawn
from other areas and have ambitious
plans for the future. Their new Branch
standard was dedicated on Armed
Forces Day, 25" June, and a brief re-
port on the day is featured in this
month’s newsletter.

The Annual Conference is over for an-
other year, being conducted efficiently
but with the usual controversy. A
separate article can be found else-
where in this newsletter.

Carolyn and | were guests of the Rid-
ers’ Branch when they attended a re-
ception on Friday 17" June at Clarence
hose, hosted by HRH The Prince of
Wales. Some 90 Riders on a variety of
bike types rode in procession from the
Mall amid great interest from specta-
tors.

HRH The Duchess of Cornwall, who
was not expected at the reception, did
attend the arrival and showed great
interest along with her husband.

Prince Charles spoke to all attending
and appeared very knowledgeable
about bikes. This was a very good
publicity coup for the Riders’ Branch,
and well deserved.

One of the decisions taken recently
concerns the future election of the Dis-
trict Chairman and Vice Chairman.
This will be done by postal vote from
Branches. More information will be
issued when the issue arises.

Another decision taken by the Mem-
bership Council is the formation of a
dedicated electoral region for the Na-
tional Branches District (NBD). This
means that as at the end of Annual
Conference next year, the post which |
currently hold will be open to anyone in
the District to apply for.

There will be one new stipulation in
that the new incumbent has to relin-
quish any County/District post so that
he or she can give total attention to the
new post. That means that, should |
be elected, again by postal ballot by
Branches, | would have to resign the
office of District Chairman. Start think-
ing, folks!

Enjoy the remainder of the newsletter.
My door is always open.

God bless.

John
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Report from Annual Conference 2011

John Clark— National Branches District Representati  ve

This year's Annual Conference was held in the International Centre, Shropshire on 21 and 22 May 2011. Prior to the
main event a fringe meeting was held by the Membership Council to answer questions from delegates. Presenta-
tions were made by John Graham, Deputy Director General and Bob Gamble, Head of Membership.

After the traditional opening events the business of Charter Motions (CM) began. The 3" one, to include the promo-
tion of comradeship among beneficiaries was proposed by Terry Whittles on behalf of the Board of Trustees and
was carried. This was seconded by David Whimpenny of Y Services (Garats HaY).

In CM4 the words ‘immediate family members’ were inserted after ‘dependant, spouse and children’. This CM was
successful after falling last year.

CM5 was proposed by the Riders’ Branch and seconded by St. James’s proposing that Branches with more than
1000 members may send further delegates calculated on the basis of one additional delegate for every 500 mem-
bers over 1000 (as recorded on the national database). This CM was Carried by 342 votes to 135. This means that
next year the Riders could send 4 or 5 delegates to Conference whereas St James’s could send about 28 delegates!
(based on 15000 members).

CM6, again proposed by the BoT and seconded by Y Services (Garats HaY), dealt with cleaning up various Rules
and Governing Regulations pertaining to the conditions for Branch delegates entitled to attend, speak and vote at
the Annual Conference. Unfortunately this CM was defeated.

The most interesting Motion referred to the proposed increase in the Affiliation Fee (or Membership Fee as it later
became). There were 8 amendments to the Motion and these were taken in reverse order. It became clear that
delegates did not fully understand the voting procedure. However, in their wisdom, or lack thereof, they decided to
go for an increase of £1 over the next 6 years. This went against the advice given by the Director of Finance and the
increase to £16 per annum as recommended. This means that another Motion to increase the Fee may appear next
year. The results of all the other Motions can be found on the Legion website. | can always supply a copy in PDF
format.

West Lancashire appealed against the rejection by the Conference Committee of the Motion of Urgency asking for a
retraction by the Board of Trustees of the Special Circular regarding the new method of applying for tickets to attend
the evening performance of the Festival of Remembrance. This appeal was carried by Conference and the Motion
was later carried. A revised Special Circular has now been issued reverting back to the old system.

Southport was approved as the Place of Conference in 2015.

Addresses to Conference were delivered by Councillor | Fletcher, Mayor of Telford and Wrekin, the National Presi-
dent, National Chairman, Director General, Captain (Retd) S Jackson RN, TRBL Liaison Officer for the MOD Per-
sonnel Recovery Capability; Mrs Pat Varga, Dominion President, The Royal Canadian Legion and Mr L Boswell,
Chief Executive of Fareshare.

The Director of Finance, John Graham, presented the Annual Report and Accounts in his normal inimitable fashion.

It is with pleasure that | can tell you that the Riders’ Branch won the Churchill Shield again and that Richard Sim-
monds of BEWSA won the Lewis Trophy for the exemplary manner in which a disabled member carried out his or
her duties. Our sincerest congratulations.

The Bucket Collection raised the sum of £2884.23.

We will need a new delegate to represent the District next year as | will be going as a member of the Membership
Council. It is a worthwhile experience for those who have not attended Conference.



National Branches at Annual Conference:

21st-22nd of May 2011

Riders’ Motion Passed

At this year's Annual Conference the Riders Branch submitted a Charter
Motion, seconded by St. James'’s stating that;

“Those branches with more than 1000 members may send further delegates
calculated on the basis of one additional delegate for every 500 members over
1000 (as recorded on the national database)”

This motion was carried.

Richard Simmons wins Lewis Shield:

The Lewis Shield is awarded to the disabled Legion member to
have, by leadership and guidance, provided substantial relief to
other Legion members whilst being disabled themselves. They
are also generally admired for overcoming their own disablement.

Congratulations to Richard!

Riders Branch win Churchill Shield

For the 2nd year in a row, the Riders Branch were once
again awarded the Churchill Shield. The Churchill Shield
awards the branch with the most improved membership
| over the previous three years, based on the number of
& DDSP paying members. Congratulations to the Riders
Branch, whose membership now stands at 4368.




Annual Conference photos:

District Committee: (L-R) David Whimpenny, Carolyn Riders Branch: Mark Keeling and Andy Downer
Garner, Bob White

) . District Committee: Carolyn Garner and John
Riders Branch: Andy Downer, Mark Keeling, Steve Garth Clark



“Y” SERVICES (GARATS HAY) BRANCH

Armed Forces Weekend

The Branch held a successful Armed Forces and Poppy Day event in Digby, South Lincolnshire
on Saturday 25" June 2011. There was “quick fire” Committee meeting in the morning, followed
by an early Lunch. This enabled the members and their ladies to “split” into groups for the
afternoon session. The Golfers amongst us headed off to South Kyme Golf Club for a somewhat
competitive “stableford” competition, whilst other members undertook a more leisurely pursuit.
This took the form of a visit to an RAF museum at Thorpe Camp, with tea then taken at the Pet-
wood Hotel (full of “Dambusters” memorabilia. The day was concluded with a social gathering in
the “Y” Return Bar at RAF Digby, (or Digby Station as it is soon to be called), complete with a
Curry supper. As a National Branch with a somewhat “nomadic” existence, this was a most en-
joyable day.

Plans are also in hand for a probable
visit to the Tower of London, including a
tour and a social evening with the Yeo-
man Warders. This is the idea of our
President, who has contacts there. This
event is provisionally planned for some-
time in August. Numbers will be limited,
but it will give those members attending
some free time in the capital, and the
opportunity to take in a show should
they wish.

ABOVE: Y- Services Branch Committee

Remembrance Weekend over the 12"/13"™ November 2011 will almost be a repeat of last year's
successful event. The Field Head Hotel and Restaurant in Markfield, Leicestershire, will again
host us on the Saturday. The committee will meet in
the morning, and after Lunch, our Annual General
Meeting will take place. This will be followed in the
evening with a buffet and social gathering. Sunday
will see us gather again at St. Mary’s-in-the-Elms,
Woodhouse, Leicestershire for our Remembrance
service and small parade. The area, and the church
are very much the “spiritual” home for us, as it was
at the local barracks back in 1996 that the Branch
was formed. The barracks (rebuilt) now homes the
Defence Sixth Form College Welbeck. Following on
from our service, many members will complete the
weekend with Sunday Lunch at a local Public
House, probably in the neighbouring village of

Woodhouse Eaves. ABOVE: Certificate of appreciation from Branch

President, David Whimpenny to Branch Treasurer,
John Farrell.



NATIONAL MEMORIAL ARBORETUM BRANCH

Historical Branch Standard Dedication

If only the rain had held off in deepest Stafford-
shire, and other perhaps more prestigious
events elsewhere had not happened, the historic
dedication of The National Memorial Arboretum
Branch’s first branch standard in the shadow of
the Armed Force Memorial, may have even
made it to the 10 o’clock news that night. That
we will never know but despite the rain it was
still a great occasion.

This time last year | had no inkling that a year on
| would be watching my dream come true. A na-
tional branch at the National Memorial
Arboretum with our first branch standard
ascending the steps of the Armed Forces
Memorial escorted by two unusual escorts. One
Membership Council Member in Philip Wilson
and the other, one of the Legion’s four Regional
Publicity and Membership Officers John Lee. A
visual proof that Staff and Members can work as
one team together.

Of five who made this occasion a reality rather than just a dream, the other two were waiting
for the standard to arrive. One was the National Vice Chairman John Crisford and the other
was Charles Bagot Jewitt the CEO of The National Memorial Arboretum. It had taken 4
years of hard work and a lot of obstacles to get to this moment but it has been worth it.

We now have a branch standard bearer of national competition potential in Beth Slade,
Lynne Richardson Warwickshire County Parade Marshall’'s daughter. So we all know she
has been well trained and it shows. We have nearly 100 members and increasing daily of
which a major proportion has come through

online joining. We have of serving members

from, The Royal Navy, The Army, the Royal

Air Force and now our first Royal Marine.

Ex-service and an interesting mixture of those

who have not served but who support the

aims of the Legion. They come from

Hampshire to Scotland, Germany and Spain.

Ouir first Vice Presidents who have agreed to

join us are Colonel John Barkshire CBE retiring

Chairman of the National Memorial Arboretum

Board of Trustees and Sara Jones CDE JP DL

the widow of ‘H’ Jones VC. We have yet to approach our potential President our target is in
sight though.



WESTON ON THE GREEN (AIRBORNE SIGNALS) BRANCH

The Somme 14-21 May 2011

On the 14th May 2011 five Weston on the Green (Airborne Signals) Royal British Legion mem-
bers set off in a hired mini bus to visit the battlefields of the Somme.

In the party were all ex Royal Signals, Maj (Retd) lan Dudding, Capt (Retd) Ray Duffy, WO2
(Retd) Dave Fox, Sgt (Retd) Ralph Porter and Cpl (Retd) Dave Vaughan. All came from differ-
ing locations around the UK but met up in Alresford on route to Dover.

Destination, Chateau Saulty some 15 miles West of Arras and approx 20 minute drive to the
battlefields around Theipval.

The coordinator of the expedition was lan Dudding, who has been trav-
elling the WW1 battlefields for some 20+ years and has an in-depth
knowledge of the area and battle locations.

The team were housed in a wonderful chateau with great hosts. Packed
lunches made up by 'Cpl' Dave Vaughan each morning and as would be
expected much hilarious banter throughout the day between the crew!

1st July 1916 was the First Battle of the Somme and it was the worst
day suffered by the British Army in history. Some 60,000 casualties in a
few hours. The visit centred around that date and the following battles

up until 1918.
ABOVE: Left to Right;
Ray Duffy, Ralph Porter,
Dave Fox, Dave Vaughan

Over the 6 days the plan was to include major and out of the way battle sites to give a flavour of
what horrendous deeds befell both sides.

Sites visited, to name but a few were as follows. Theipval mu-
seum and memorial plus the memorial to the Irish, Beaumont
Hamel, Moquet (Moo Cow) Farm, Gommecourt, Serre, Fri-
court and the site of Siegfried Sassoon's exploits in his 'Diary
of an Infantry Officer which led to Mametz Wood where the
Welch were massacred on 1 Jul 1916, the Devon's Cemetery
at Mansel Cops which contains a memorial stating 'The
Devon's Held this Trench and they hold it today’, Miraumont,
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Chateau. gun cotton exploded here under the German front line,

Lochinver Crater at La Boiselle (again 60,000+ Ibs of gun cotton exploded here, Ovilliers, Al-
bert, Poziers, Deville Wood at Longueval, Flers, Corbe and the site of the 'Red Barron's' de-
mise, Arras and the wonderful memorials at Vimmy (to the Canadians), the huge French Ceme-
tery at Notre Dam St Lorrett (44,000 graves) and the massive German cemetery just down the
road. This is to name but a few.



A wonderful day trip out into Belgium stop-
ping at Ypres. This full day included a visit to
Tyne Cot Cemetery (the larges Common
Wealth Grave in the World), the German
Cemtery at Zonnenbeck, the bunker on the
canal just outside Ypres where Lt Col
McCrae (Canadian Army) wrote 'In Flanders
Fields', Plugstreet Wood (as the Tommy
called it), the Messines Ridge and craters
and a visit to Captain Chavasse grave which
contains 2xVC's and a MC and that's a
HERO. The long day was rounded off with
the very emotional playing, by the Ypres Fire-
men, of the 'Last Post' ceremony at the
Mennin Gate. This has been played at 8pm
every day since 1920 (less the 2nd World War years) and attracts a huge audience each
evening. The firemen hid their instruments during the 2WW and on the day of Liberation of
Ypres in 1945 they resumed playing - wonderful.

Each day was rounded off with a meal and back to the Chateau for a ‘couple’ of bottles of wine!

All'in all 1600 miles was covered and the experience by those that had never visited the area
was one of awe and disbelief that this could have happened on such a scale.

‘We salute them all'



Upcoming Membership Events:




